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1
Read the story. What’s the most important thing for its
characters? Check the answers that best describe it.

"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't look at me that way. I had my hair cut
off and sold it because I had to give you a present.”
"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim.
"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. "Don't you like me just as well,
anyhow?"
"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he said. "I don't think there's
anything that could make me like my girl any less. But open that
package and you will know why I was a bit in shock."
He had bought combs for her hair. The combs she had wanted for
months!
Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. "Isn't it beautiful, Jim?
Give me your watch. I want to see how it looks on it."
"Dell," said he, " I sold the watch to get the money to buy your
combs.”

1. Christmas presents.
2. Their love.
3. Each other.
4. Money to buy presents.

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. Three times Della counted it.
And the next day would be Christmas. Only $1.87 to buy a present
for Jim. Her Jim.
Now, there were two possessions of the Youngs in which they both
took a mighty pride. One was Jim's gold watch. The other was
Della's hair. She quickly made a decision and went into the street.
The sign read: "Mme Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds."
"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della.
"I buy hair," said Madame. "I’ll pay twenty dollars for yours.
"Give it to me quick" said Della.
With that money, she bought a present for her Jim. It was a
platinum chain for his watch.
She got back home and waited. The door opened and Jim stepped
in and closed it. He simply stared at her fixedly with that peculiar
expression on his face.
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